Overview of options for using SportIdent systems

There are many ways to set up and use SI equipment.

Determining the best option for your event depends on the event size, specifications (pre-entry or enter-on-day or both), how much equipment you have available, how secure you want to make the set up (amount of back up systems you wish to set up), how often you wish to produce results and the likelihood of problems occurring (little with small pre-entry events; large with big relay events).

Just as there is no “one size fits all”, there are no local manuals that will walk you through your event and cover every option.  Browsing the easily available (online) manuals (including official SportSoftware guides, ACT, SA, Tasmania, Scottish Orienteering Associations and NSW’s 90 page monster) reveals a wide variety of techniques in use.  So we will start here with an overview that hopefully helps you decide how you will run your event.

You need to think about systems and workflows.  Whilst the SI and other hardware plus SportSoftware impose their own specifications you must follow they do not, of their own, specify or create a system that will work for you.  Importantly, a poorly thought out approach (e.g. a badly laid out finish area) will not be corrected by efficient use of the software.  Many alleged SI problems can be traced to underdeveloped systems; a poor tradesman always blames his tools!

Basic steps and associated options and requirements

Select the software that applies to your event-

· OE, or

· OS, or

· MT, or

· Other (e.g. Hudson Maxi program)

Create an event file/enter courses/enter classes/match classes and courses-

· From scratch; only if you have to! OR

· Use a template; but at present we do not have a Victorian State Series event template OR

· Use a pre-built event file; check if Ian Chennell or someone else already done this bit for you?

Controls entry (for each course)-

· Manually OR

· Import from Condes OR

· Import form OCAD OR

· Import form other, e.g. excel?

Enter competitors details-

· Import from an entry data base e.g. Matt’s new system or another supplied by a (carnival) pre-entry person; don’t overwrite the event details already created! OR

· Manually from EOD registration slips; an archive of competitors will help BUT they may have changed their details e.g. have swapped  SI Sticks with another person OR

· SI sticks punched to register; possible but not really tested in Vic yet OR

· A combination of the above; good luck on ensuring data integrity!

Start lists (will be needed where start times assigned e.g. major events)-

· Do manually and import; not easy?

· Use software to do it but check have complied with all the rules; may need to tweak the results manually still

Remember

· if you are running relays mass start times must be entered that exactly match actual start time.  If event start time or late mass starts change you will need to re-enter into OS program.  Can also have different mass start times for each class (e.g. women start before men or elites before the rest of us).

· If you have pre-set start times there will be NO start punch and this must be unticked in the software (Event/Settings/Settings/Use start station?)

· I’m not sure it is possible to have one event file with EOD with manual punches and others with pre-set times.  So EOD may have to use the old control cards instead and have their results entered separately.

· If a mix is used be careful setting up start area!

Start-

· One or more starts?  All start clocks must be synchronised

· No Start punch; procedures for late starters needed

· One or more Start controls; if many, they must be time synchronised

Finish-

· One Finish punch; small events only OR

· Multiple punches (must be synchronised from the same clock) OR

· Electronic sensors; e.g. MTBO World Championship events

Downloading-

· Official with portable download stations; world events only OR

· One station; State Series and small events OR

· Multiple stations/download queues; major events

· One event data base OR a second for backup security (major events only).  For world events do you need a further backup using, say, videotape?

Splits printing-

· SI splits printer; slow (better used in problem area or for replacement splits printouts) OR

· Vic splits printers; faster but do you have the correct printing format set up in event software?

· Attached to primary system or backup; does it matter?

Power supply-

· Mains power nearby; no problems! OR

· Laptop batteries only; small events only OR

· 12 volt batteries; must be fully charged beforehand AND/OR

· Generator(s); good but creates another set of issues–

· need a volunteer to oversee set up, safety, petrol and use

· need good charger(s) to maintain a ‘no fail’ system

Problems-

· One person in charge (e.g. course setter or SI chief); likely to lead to major frustrations! OR

· Separate team allocated

Results-

· Many options exist; depends on event size, available equipment and power supplies and will vary the required man power.  Recommend that any system provides updates every 20 to 40 minutes.

· When will results turn from Provisional to Official?

Communications (between starts, finish, first aid, registration, organiser/controller and ‘problem’ area)-

· Runners

· Radio

· Mobile telephones?

First Aid/Emergencies-

· Sign with emergency contact numbers AND/OR

· Designated club officer(s); roster? AND/OR

· St Johns

